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      Mission Possible:  Visit 

  Moravian Open Door in New York City! 

        Moravian Open Door, Inc. (MOD) in New York City provides transitional housing and supportive services for homeless, distressed, and underserved individuals fifty (50) years and older.  This 42-bed facility has served over 200 persons since its opening in 1986.   MOD was formed under the auspices of the Eastern District of the Moravian Church in North America, and continues today in the tradition of the Moravian Church in caring for older adults, particularly those who are disadvantaged and those in need.  MOD operates solely on small client service fees and private donations and is operated by a Board of Directors.  The staff, consisting of a Director, Caseworker, Program Coordinator, and Custodian provide care and services for the clients.  

In this practical planner, the MOD Development Committee has set out to provide helpful information for your trip to New York City and MOD.  We encourage you to bring any group from your church, but recognize that this trip may appeal especially to a Youth Group or Confirmation Class.  The information is partially based on a trip taken by 12 youth and chaperones from Central Moravian Church in Bethlehem, PA in the spring of 2005 to NYC and MOD.   You can read their story, originally published in The Moravian.

Contact Information:    

PLEASE contact MOD well in advance (2-3 months) for planning purposes.    

Director:  Darryl Williams 

Email: mod18@juno.com

Phone:  212.995.5810 

Address: Moravian Open Door, Inc.
               347 East 18th Street
               New York, NY 10003

Transportation to New York City from the Lehigh Valley: 

· Bus: The Bieber bus (www.biebertourways.com) (for travel from Reading, Kutztown, Wescosville, Hellertown) or Transbridge bus (www.transbridge.com) (for travel from Allentown, Bethlehem, Easton, Phillipsburg) provide good alternatives to driving to New York.  Both drop you off at the Port Authority Bus Terminal which connects to a subway station.    

· Subway and Bus directions from Port Authority to MOD: 
Get subway and bus maps and info at www.mta.nyc.ny.us/ 

Take any of several trains (A, C, or E) southbound from 42nd St (at the Port Authority Terminal) directly to 14th St. (Union Square), and then take the L train eastbound from Union Square to 1st Avenue.  Get off and walk north 4 blocks on 1st Avenue to 18th St. MOD is located on 18th St., between 1st and 2nd Aves, closer to 1st Ave.     

· Renting a van or driving up yourself.   We don’t recommend renting a 15 passenger van (and many cannot be rented for New York City travel), but it is very convenient to rent a smaller mini-van or drive up yourself.   First, if you are bringing a meal to MOD, it will be difficult to bring this on the bus and subway.  Second, if you are unfamiliar with the subways and have a limited amount of time, it may be better to drive right to MOD and park in a garage for the day, using public transportation once you get there. Note that  garage fees can be steep – around $60-80 for the entire day for oversized vehicles like a van.  Cars run closer to $25 - $40.  However, street parking in the neighborhood (a 3-4 block radius) can work out with a little perseverance.  Just make sure to read signs posted for parking rules, and bring lots of quarters since even on Sundays, meters are operational ($.25/15 minutes).

Directions to MOD from Lehigh Valley: 

Take I-78E, until you reach exit 58B (US-1 N/ 9 N).  

Continue on US-1/9 N (becomes 12th St) looking for the Holland Tunnel.  $6 Toll.  

Through the Holland Tunnel, get off on exit 3.      

Holland Tunnel drops you onto Canal Street.  (See shopping recommendation below.  However, please note that this is a very busy and crowded area.  Parking may take a little patience, but is not impossible.)

Turn left at Beach St.  

Turn left at W Broadway.   

Turn left at 6th Ave (Avenue of the Americas).  

Turn right at W 18th St. and continue until the street becomes E 18th St. 

MOD is 347 E. 18th St, just before 1st Ave. 

An alternative is to take the Lincoln Tunnel.  Although it’s seemingly farther away, it's a good idea to avoid Canal Street on the weekends due to heavy traffic—both cars and pedestrian.   But, you never know.

If you want to take the Lincoln Tunnel here’s the way:

· 78 East to NJ Turnpike NORTH

· Follow signs to the Lincoln Tunnel (merge right AFTER tolls towards 95 North – if you go left, you will go to the Holland Tunnel as signs state – don’t worry if you see signs BEFORE the toll for Holland Tunnel)

· Follow signs to Lincoln Tunnel – stay right as approaching next set of tolls.  After the tolls ($6), stay right towards Lincoln Tunnel (I 495E).

· Through the Tunnel, follow signs south towards 34th St.  Turn left on 34th St.

· Travel east across Manhattan to 2nd Avenue.

· Go south on 2nd Ave until 18th St.

· Make a left onto 18th St. and MOD will be on your left towards the end of the block.

If you would like to consider an overnight trip, consider contacting First Moravian Church, 

154 Lexington Ave., to set it up.  Sometimes youth groups have stayed there overnight (sleeping bags on the floor).  Another possibility is to connect with one of the Staten Island Moravian Churches.

Map for MOD’s location: 
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( What to do when you’re at MOD!

As you plan your trip, here are several options for things to do at MOD!  

1) Get a tour!  

Even if you are not able to provide a meal for residents, director Darryl Williams or a member of his staff might be available to give you a tour of the facility.   It is wonderful to get a sense of what MOD does, and it will help your church members appreciate how their donations really help others!      Please contact Darryl first to schedule a tour– they will not be prepared for you if you just drop in!  

2)  Bring Donations!    

There are always items that MOD is looking for and perhaps your group could bring some of those to NYC with you.  Contact Darryl to get an accurate idea of what items they may need at this time. 

3) Provide a service!   

Perhaps there are special skills in your congregation (fixing cabinets, painting, etc.) and MOD may be able to use these to help their facility.   Contact Darryl to see if a project can be designed for your group to carry out. 

4) Provide a Meal!  

The Central Youth group provided a great meal of lasagna, salad, bread, dessert, and drinks.  It definitively takes planning to get that much food into NYC, but was a lot of fun for everyone!  They made the lasagna weeks before during a youth group gathering and froze it. You should allow enough time to defrost (more than only one day), and recommend stopping at MOD immediately as you enter NYC, to put the nearly defrosted food in the refrigerator.  One member of the group didn’t tour NYC with the others, in order to stay back to begin reheating the lasagna. 

If you choose to provide a meal, contact Darryl first and schedule a date and clear the meal options with him.  He will ask the residents to sign up and closer to your arrival date you will get a general idea of how many people you will be providing for.  The Central Moravian group served about 30 residents (plus their group).   There were diabetics, but no vegetarians.   You do not need to bring silverware, cups or plates! 

( Things to do on the New York City visit: There are lots of great places to visit in New York City, which is a walking city, so wear very comfortable shoes.  You can begin your day at the Open Door with a visit or end it with a visit and a meal.   In between, consider visiting:  the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island (and note the homeless in Battery Park on the way), South Street Seaport, Stock Market on Wall St., a ride on the Staten Island ferry (free!), a museum (there are lots of these!)  
If inexpensive and fun shopping is on your list, the Century 21 Mall is across the street from Ground Zero (21 Cortland St., between Church and Broadway).  See their website for details at http://www.c21stores.com/nyc.asp
Also, further north a bit is Canal Street, which is lined with small immigrant shops brimming with inexpensive “knock-off” products of all kinds from purses and clothing to jewelry and electronics.   Chinatown borders this area, so an inexpensive meal is close by.

The Central Moravian youth group visited the Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island on their one-day trip.  It was a wonderful experience and you can certainly spend all day. (Be aware that new security makes getting on the ferry to Liberty Island much longer!)  Check out their web site www.nps.gov/stli/  for ticket information (you should buy your tickets ahead of time)!  

In the immediate area of MOD are 2 fun places:

1. Veniero’s Pastry Shop:  1st Avenue and 11th St. (7 blocks south of MOD).  This place is both a take-out and a sit-down Italian pastry/dessert shop that has everything from cookies, cakes and gelato to flavored coffee and cappuccino.  They make the best cheesecake in NYC, and have a cooler full to take home as well.  

2. Union Square is another fun shopping area frequented by NYU students.  (The top of the square is at 17th St. and Park Ave/4thAve., 3 blocks west of MOD; see map.) This 4-6 block area has a Virgin Records Mega Store, McDonald’s, Starbucks, Subway, etc, Deisel (clothing store), a big independent inexpensive shoe store (men and women), Barnes & Noble, Paragon Sporting Goods, ABC Carpet (expensive but lovely home furnishings – for the chaperones), among many other stores that are reasonably priced.

Youth Group Information:    This is a wonderful trip for your youth group.  You'll want at least one chaperone per five kids and make sure to have a good map.   Try to recruit someone to go with you who is familiar with Manhattan.  Be sure to have a permission form signed by parents/guardians; here is a sample (used by the Central Moravian group).

___________________________  Moravian Church

Parental Permission Slip

The leaders of the (Middle School Youth Group) request permission for your child to participate in the activity described below:

Destination:   New York City, Statue of Liberty/Circle Line tour and Moravian Open Door 

Date and Time of Departure/Return: 

Date, Leave at 8 a.m. and return approximately 9 – 9:30 p.m., place, etc 

Mode of Transportation:  Van (driven by ___________)

Your child should bring: $20 for lunch, souvenirs, during the day.  Bring a jacket for boat ride.  Please make sure permission slip below is returned to the church office before the trip.  

Adult leaders accompanying the group: _________________________

During the day, you can reach the group at leader’s cell phone ###  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION TO THE LEADER

My child  __________________________ has permission to participate in

_______________________________            __________________________           

  (Name of activity)                                 

 (Date of activity)

Please note any allergies:  _________________________________________

During this activity, I can be reached at:

Address: __________________________   Phone: ______________________

If I cannot be reached in the event of an emergency, the following person is authorized to act in my behalf:

Name and Address:   _______________________________________________

Relationship to Youth:  ____________________  Phone: __________________

Physician’s Name and Phone:  _______________________________________

Additional Remarks: ________________________________________________
Story of MOD trip by Central Moravian's youth group, spring 2005

New York City – Service and Sight-Seeing! 

Central Moravian Church’s Middle School Youth group recently enjoyed a special trip to the Big Apple for a day of sight-seeing and service at the Moravian Open Door!  On Saturday, April 2nd, we left Bethlehem early in the morning and began our day in New York City with a trip to the Statue of Liberty and ride on the Circle Line ferry.  Middle schoolers are tough . . . despite torrential downpours and a great deal of wind, our group braved the storm to take a guided tour of the Statue of Liberty, with a historical look at how the Statue was constructed and a wonderful “pedestal” view of the New York skyline.   The strong wind, concluded the group, was certainly one highlight of the visit to Liberty Island!     


After returning to land, we arrived at Moravian Open Door’s “Moravian House” which has been providing transitional living space and assistance to formally homeless people in Manhattan for over 20 years.   Before dinner, our group enjoyed a tour of the Open Door and an explanation of their ministry.    Our youth served the residents lasagna which they had carefully prepared and cooked at our last Hang-Out Night and enjoyed getting to know the residents over dinner.    We also left the residents with crafts made by the youth; Moravian stars, bookmarks, and “Scripture verse” cards.    


“The residents,” one parent reflected, “really appreciated the dinner and the socialization with the kids.  I think some of the youthful exuberance rubs off on them.”  Although our youth and parents shared our food, gifts, and time with the Open Door residents, they shared so much with us!   Smiles, conversation, and experiences were shared that evening between youth and Open Door residents, who despite different life circumstances saw the need to help and love each other.  As the youth talked with the residents about sports and New York City, they learned, as one parent remarked, “Things that make them happy make the residents happy too. People are generally the same no matter what their position in life.”  


7th grader Gillian Moses reports, “I enjoyed serving and eating with the residents of Moravian Open Door. I think it was really eye-opening for me to see how hard life is for some others. I'm only used to helping charity through the church and not actually seeing what the money or goods go to.” 

As our sleepy group drove home that evening, recalling all the experiences of the day, I heard someone asked, “Can we go back soon?”     I would encourage youth groups and all other groups in Moravian Churches to take a trip to New York City, do some sight-seeing, and provide a special experience of Christ’ love for your members and the residents of Moravian Open Door.

[image: image2.jpg]



Central’s middle school youth getting ready to serve our lasagna to the residents of the Moravian Open Door.  Pictured (from left):  Kendra King, Gillian Moses, Elena Ostock, Andrew Williams, Brett Seruga, Tom Dexter-Rice, Emma Williams, and Janel Rice.  

